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was unable to agree about a frontier, owing to the intermingling
of the Polish and German communes. Germany contended that
Upper Silesia, from the economic point of view, was indivisible,
expected that she would be given it as a whole, and maintained
that if even a part of the province was taken from her she would
never be able to pay reparations.
BRITISH OPINION
In England the bulk of opinion supported the German thesis of
the indivisibility of Upper Silesia, but France was entirely hostile
to it, while Italy was inclined to agree with the Germans. Towards
the end of April a Polish deputation visited London with the object
of enlightening the Government and the British people generally
respecting the case for Poland and the treatment Poland had been
receiving from Germany.
Owing to the state of British opinion at the time, this visit was
as a voice in the wilderness. Presently it leaked out that Lloyd
George was in favour of the German doctrine of the indivisibility
of Upper Silesia.
Though the Poles were afraid that Lloyd George would favour
the Germans at the expense of Poland, the news that he stood for
the indivisibility of Upper Silesia created among them the greatest
irritation which found expression in the breaking out on May 2,
1921, of a Polish insurrection led by Korfanty in the plebiscitary
area. In a few days the insurgents were in possession of the part
of it inhabited by the Polish majority. Korfanty was disavowed
by the Polish Government, but no one doubted where its sympathy
and that of the whole Polish people lay. There were no British
troops in the area; the French troops there showed no enthusiasm
for resisting Korfanty, but the Italian forces on the ground did
oppose him, as did a German irregular body, the Selbstschutz
(Self-protection).
A truce was finally arranged between the combatants in Upper
Silesia, and the Plebiscite1 Commission was asked by the Allies
to submit a proposal in common. But there was the same
opposition in the commission as there was in higher quarters;
General Le Rond, the French commissioner, stood for Poland as